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Orioles & Hummers

❈ page 1 Bird’s-Eye View is published to share the joy of backyard birds with All Seasons Wild Bird Store’s customers and friends.

Spring can be an exciting time to witness mated pairs of birds perform displays for each 
other. Displays may include grooming, presenting gifts, vocalizations, dancing, feeding,  
and more. These behaviors serve to strengthen the pair bond.

The Purpose of a Pair Bond
The primary goal of a pair bond is to produce 
healthy offspring. Monogamous bird parents 
share nest-building, incubation, territory defense 
and feeding responsibilities, increasing the odds 
for a successful brood.

Social Monogamy is Common
90% of perching bird species form socially 
monogamous pairs. Bonded pairs may stay 
together for a single brood or even a season.  
Less common are bonds that last between  
mated pairs for multiple seasons or until a 
partner is injured or dies.

How Long a Pair Bond Lasts
The length of a bond depends, in part, by the 
success of a brood. Successful couples will 
often stay together for multiple mating periods. 
In contrast, a mated pair that fails to produce 
healthy offspring will “divorce”.  

Some birds, such as swans and geese,  
tend to form long-term pair bonds. This may  
be a function of a longer time to reach sexual 
maturity.

Examples of Pair Bond Behaviors
Pair bond behaviors vary widely between species 
of birds. Some, like Great Blue Herons, have a 
large repertoire of behaviors. The following are 
some examples across species. 

BIRD BEHAVIOR

Small Space Bird Feeding
Seasonal Notes+

By Guest Contributor KATRINA HASE

A Season to Bond

New
store!

Cedar Waxwing pairs may pass a small item—berry, 
flower petal, or twig—back and forth, interspersed 
with hopping away and back again. The sequence is 
repeated multiple times and may also include fast, 
circular flights around the nest site. This ritual is 
typically initiated by the male bird.

Continued on page 2 . . .



Welcome, North Oaks!

It’s with great pleasure and excitement 
that I announce our newest adventure: 
welcoming Kelsey’s Wild Bird Store into 
our All Seasons family!  
 Kraig Kelsey, a legend in his own right, 
has decided to retire after more than three 
decades of unparalleled dedication to  
wild birds and the community that loves 
them. Kraig, your legacy is nothing short  
of inspiring and we have big shoes to fill. 
 We’re committed to keeping the spirit  
of Kelsey’s alive, and to help us do that, 
we’ve brought on board a fantastic local 
talent, Angie Mohrfeld, as the new store 
manager. Angie’s passion for birds and her 
knack for connecting with people are exactly 
what we need to ensure that the transition 
is as smooth and as welcoming as possible. 
 For those of you who’ve been loyal 
customers of Kelsey’s, I want you to know 
that we’re thrilled about getting to know 
each of you! With Angie at the helm in 
North Oaks and our family’s legacy of 
dedication to wild bird feeding, we’re here 
to ensure that your experiences are nothing 
short of spectacular. We believe  
in community, in sharing our knowledge, 
and in offering products that we stand 
behind because we and our expert staff  
use them every day. 
 So, why not drop by and see what’s 
new? We’d love to introduce you to Angie, 
show you around, and chat about all things 
birds. Your support means the world to us, 
and we’re excited to embark on this journey 
together, honoring the past and looking 
forward to a future filled with the joy of 
beautiful birds. We’re committed to being 
Your Window to Nature.

Warmest regards,

 ~Dave Netten (and Al too! )
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CHIRPS BIRD BEHAVIOR (continued from page 1)

This time of year, we wait 
impatiently for winter to pass 
and for the arrival of spring 
favorites like hummingbirds 
and orioles, usually in late 
April or early May. 

Plantings
It’s too early to be digging 
in the garden yet but we 
can plan now for plantings 
that will attract these two 
beauties. 
 There are many native 
plants that are attractive to 
these birds and everyone 
has their favorites. I have 

had particularly good luck 
attracting hummingbirds 
with red canna lillies, 
butterfly weed, and Mexican 
sunflowers.  
 Orioles are all over the 
serviceberry bushes in our 
garden.

Enticing Orioles to Stay
Sadly, many of the orioles 
are transitory in this part of 
the state and are only seen 
for a few weeks during the 
spring migration and on the 
flip side in the fall. Some 
lucky souls will attract a 

nesting pair in 
their yard. Once 
they establish, 
they are known 
to return yearly 
to the same site. 
If they do nest 
near you, they 
will appreciate 
the protein from 

mealworms, especially  
for their hatchlings. 
 During migration, orioles 
are attracted to grape jelly 
and to orange halves, and 
nectar to a lesser extent.  
I recommend a dual jelly/
nectar feeder with pegs for 
orange halves.

Hummers: Keep it Simple
Hummingbirds are with us 
for the whole summer and 
are similarly known to be 
site loyal—returning year after 
year to the same feeders.  
A simple feeder, that is easy 
to clean, works best. Choose 
one with a built-in ant moat 
or hang the feeder from 
an add-on moat. Keep the 
nectar fresh, especially if it’s 
in full sunshine. Bee guards 
or bee repellent will keep 
the wasps from attacking the 
hummers. ■

STAFF TIPS: ORIOLES & HUMMINGBIRDS By Bloomington Sales Associate JIM NELSON

Mourning Dove pairs may engage in a behavior 
called allopreening—grooming the feathers 
around the neck of the partner with its beak. 

This Sandhill Crane is 
performing a bow to its 
partner. The bow is just 
one of many go-to dance 
moves a crane may bust 
out to strengthen a pair 
bond with its mate.

Northern Cardinal males may feed their female 
partner. Another pair bonding ritual includes 
song-dance displays performed by both male 
and female cardinals A female Great Blue Heron fluffs out her neck 

feathers in response to her male partner 
bringing a stick to the nest. ■ 

Red Canna Lillies  
attract hummingbirds.

KOWALSKI’S

Highway 96 WHodgson Rd

Village Center Dr

WALGREENS



Baltimore Orioles use a technique called 
gaping to juice berries. They stab a dark ripe 
berry with a closed bill then open wide and 
lap up the juice with their tongue.

Orioles will eat 
fuzzy caterpillars 
that other birds 
won’t touch. They 
remove the fuzz by 

pounding the caterpillar against a branch 
before eating them.

It’s not the wing speed but 
rather the structure of the 
hummingbird wing joints 
that allows it to hover. 
Hummingbirds can rotate their wings as they 
flap. This lifts them into the air on both the 
forward and backward wing strokes. 

A Ruby-throated Hummingbird beats  
its wings about 53 times per second.  
The humming sound of their flight is caused 
by air movement around the wings.

Hummingbirds are with us for the whole 
summer and are similarly known to be site 
loyal—they return year after year to the same 
feeders. ■
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 Orioles and Hummingbirds
ATTRACTING BIRDS

FUN FACTS: ORIOLES AND HUMMINGBIRDS

By Minnetonka–Ridge Square Sales Associate MIKE PATERSON

By Minnetonka—Westwind Plaza Store Manager CAROL CHENAULT

Each spring, the arrival of orioles and hummingbirds  
is celebrated by many of our customers, as well as our 
store staff. Providing many feeding options for orioles and 
hummingbirds will attract more of these birds to your yard. 

ORIOLES
I am sure many of you, like me, wait patiently in late April or early  
May for the laughing chatter of the bright-colored male Baltimore 
Oriole. This vibrant, flame-orange bird arrives a couple of days ahead 
of his brownish-yellow partner. The birds have traveled from the 
Caribbean, Central America and the northern tip of South America. 
Often, they return year after year to nest in the same yard and even 
the same tree, building a new nest each year. 

When to Expect Them
To attract orioles, you need to be sure to get your feeders up by mid-
April. Some experts even say late March to not miss the early arrivals. 
The web site journeynorth.org tracks sightings, so you can see the 
movement of orioles—or hummingbirds—as they head north. 

Attracting Orioles
One way to attract orioles to your yard is to have one feeding station 
in a quiet, secluded corner of the yard. Planting orange flowers or 
having orange color near the station can help as well. Once the 
orioles start coming, you can draw them to feeders right under the 
eaves of your house.
 Most recently, my favorite 
feeder has become the 
Oriolefest Nectar Feeder.  
After relying on grape jelly 
for many seasons, I filled my 
Oriolefest with our Gold Crest 
Distributing Orange Concentrate 
Nectar, which is mixed three-
to-one. Often, I was surprised 
to see more orioles come to the 
Oriolefest feeder than my grape 

jelly dishes. Last spring, I had an Orchard Oriole visit the nectar 
regularly for a couple of weeks before moving farther north! 
 Providing fresh, clean water is another easy way to attract orioles. 
These birds are drawn to splashing, sparkling water, so a clean basin 
with some movement from a fountain, dripper, or bubbler will catch 
their attention the most.
 Oriole visits do slow during nesting, since these birds primarily 
eat insects and insects become more numerous in late spring and 
summer. They know their young need the protein the insects provide. 
Once the young birds can fly, it’s fun to have adults feed their young 
from our jelly or nectar feeders. Orioles do actively return to the jelly 
and nectar feeders in late summer before their long trip south.

HUMMINGBIRDS
Hummingbirds usually arrive a little ahead of the orioles in the spring. 
The most common Minnesota hummingbird is the Ruby-throated. 
Other species may migrate to Minnesota, but sightings are very rare. 

Attracting Hummingbirds
All Seasons Wild Bird Store has a large 
variety of hummingbird feeders. The 
mix for hummingbird nectar is: one cup 
sugar to four cups of water. Our store 
also sells pre-mixed nectar. 
 Having blooming flowers in your 
yard will greatly increase hummingbird 
activity as well. 

Territorial Behaviors
Our Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
are very territorial. Several years ago I visited my sister in the 
mountains at Crested Butte, Colorado. I was surprised to see Rufous 
Hummingbirds sharing time at the feeder. There must have been 
a dozen or more hummers taking turns at the nectar. But for us in 
Minnesota, there is very little sharing. I like to place feeders on all 
sides of my house to let more hummingbirds feed without being 
chased away by the dominant bird. ■

Oriolefest Feeder with orange 
concentrate nectar

Photo: Linelle Johnson

Best-1 hummingbird feeder 
filled with clear nectar.

Photo: Don Curle



Prepare for Nesting Season!
✔ Install Wood Duck boxes: mount pole near the water’s edge  

and add a baffle to foil predators.

✔ Clean out nest boxes. Replace cracked or damaged houses. 

✔ Add nest boxes/bird houses for Black-capped chickadees, 
Eastern Bluebirds and House Wrens—depending on your habitat. 
Review our Nesting Notes for details. 

✔ Hang The Best Nest Builder or use 
Birdie Tweats nesting material 
(shown) to assist birds with nest 
building.

✔ Use Pacific Bird year–round suet 
(or Insect & Hot Pepper suet if you 
are battling squirrels) to provide dried 
mealworms, nutrient dense fat and 
calcium rich suet to ensure strong egg shells this nesting season.

✔ Add suet pellets and dried mealworms to hopper feeders or 
tray feeders feed Northern Cardinals. Cardinals typically don’t 
cling to suet cages but still greatly benefit from these foods.

✔ Eastern Bluebirds seem to prefer live mealworms. However, 
some yards have success feeding them suet pellets and dried 
mealworms. Drizzle some olive oil over the dried mealworms to 
make them more enticing. Our stores stock live mealworms, dried 
mealworms and suet pellets.

Problem Solvers
✔ Deter over-indulging Red-winged Blackbirds and 

Common Grackles when they return in March by 
switching to golden safflower (shown). They’re 
less fond of this seed, so they won’t rapidly 
empty the feeders. Cardinals, goldfinches, 
chickadees and others love it!

✔ Apply WindowAlert™ clings to help birds see 
your windows and avoid dangerous window strikes. Replace every 
March and September.

✔ Install a squirrel-resistant pole system. Place your pole 
system within a 12-ft. radius from trees, fences and structures. 
Install a squirrel baffle for squirrel-resistant bird feeding. See 
our Discouraging Squirrels handout for more advice. Call the 
Minnetonka—Ridge Square store at 952-473-4283 to have our 
expert staff install a pole system for you (fees apply).

Spring Cleaning
✔ Bring feeders to your neighborhood store for cleaning (fees apply).

✔ Scrub your bird bath with one part bleach and nine parts water. 
Rinse well. Add Bird Bath protector to keep the bath clean longer.

Seasonal Notes
✔ Put out hummingbird and oriole feeders the last week of April! 

Here they come! Orioles love mealworms, grape jelly, oranges and 
nectar.

✔ Add berry-producing plants to your landscape to make it more 
bird friendly. See our Birdscaping Basics handout for details

✔ Make space for a seasonal feeder (hummingbird feeder, oriole 
feeder or mealworm feeder). Install a new feeding station or 
simply add a coil mount branch arm to your existing set up. The 
Erva clamp-on deck mounted bird bath is also an option—and a 
staff favorite!
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SEASONAL NOTES

Have an idea for a future issue of Birds-Eye View? Photos and articles may be submitted by email to carol@wildbirdstore.net.  
Sign up for our weekly e-newsletter at WildBirdStore.com to receive information about backyard birding, store events and exclusive discounts. 

March & April
By Minnetonka—Westwind Plaza Store Manager CAROL CHENAULT

Find us online! 
@allseasonswildbirdstore

facebook.com/allseasonswildbirdstore

youtube.com/@allseasonswildbirdstore

All Seasons Wild Bird Store | Bloomington 952.884.4103 | Eagan 651.459.0084 | Minnetonka—Ridge Square 952.473.4283
Minnetonka—Westwind Plaza 952.935.5892 | North Oaks 651.482.1033 | White Bear Lake 651.653.8705 | wildbirdstore.com

Birdscaping Basics
Landscaping for Birds

Although the food we provide in feeders  
to backyard birds is much appreciated by  
our feathered visitors, it is only a fraction  
of the food consumed in wild birds’ diets. 

Wild birds feast on natural sources of seeds and nectar and 
dine on all manner of insects. The latter are especially preferred 
by nesting birds because they provide protein-dense nutrients 
for nestlings. If you’d like to invite birds to visit and stay a little 
longer, consider birdscaping your yard with a focus on creating a 
diverse menu. 

Flowering Plants
Make sure to include flowering 
plants in your bird-friendly 
habitat. Flower blossoms 
are pollen producers that 
attract beneficial bees and 
butterflies. Seeds produced 
by flowers, such as salvia and purple coneflower, attract 
chickadees, goldfinches and other birds. The nectar of flowers 
attracts all kinds of beneficial bugs, including butterflies, 
hoverflies and beetles. 

Native Plants and Annuals
Give preference to native 
plants when designing 
your bird and insect-
friendly landscape. 
These beauties are well 
adapted to local soils 
and climate, attract 
beneficial insect and 

bird species and require less fertilizer and maintenance than 
annuals.  
 When selecting annuals, avoid double-blossomed hybrids. 
The overlapping petals on these varieties make it difficult for 
butterflies and hummingbirds to access the nectar. 

Berry-Producing Plants
It’s wise to plant a few varieties of 
berry-producing plants for your birds’ 
backyard buffet. In their flowering 
stage, these plants attract bees and 
butterflies. Later in the season, berries 
provide a much-needed source of sugar 
for migratory birds and lure feeder-shy 
birds such as American Robins and Gray 
Catbirds to your yard. As it gets colder,  
trees that hold dried berries provide an extended food source 
for foraging birds. You may be delighted to receive a flock  
of Cedar Waxwings in the winter to dine on chokecherries,  
crab apples or other crops that persist on fruit trees throughout 
the season. 

Trees

Birds benefit from many attributes of trees, including shelter, 
nesting sites, escape cover and a source of food. Depending on 
the variety, trees can provide sap, buds, seeds, nuts and fruits 
that benefit birds and insects. Tree bark provides a habitat for 
larvae and spider eggs, appreciated by birds such as Brown 
Creepers, chickadees, nuthatches and woodpeckers. When 
selecting trees for your yard, consider varieties that provide food 
sources for birds and insects throughout the seasons. ■

▲  Berry-producing plants 
attract Cedar Waxwings.

▲ A hummingbird moth visits bee balm.

▲ Monarch butterflies on flower buds.

General Nestbox Notes

✔	 No perch is necessary. Birds that use birdhouses don’t need them.  

The perches can be used by predators to hold on to the house while  

they grope for eggs or young inside.

✔	 Metal portal plates prevent house sparrows, woodpeckers and squirrels 

from widening the entrance hole. 

✔	 Mount the house so the entrance hole faces east/northeast, out of  

our prevailing winds. Place the house so that it gets the morning sun  

for warmth.

✔	 When mounting on a pole or post, use a baffle for further protection  

from predators.

Entrance Hole Size and House Spacing

Bluebirds: 1-½ inch to 2-¼ inch entrance hole. We recommend 

putting up two houses approximately 20 feet from each other.  

One is for the Bluebirds and the other can provide housing for  

Tree Swallows. The Bluebirds need 100 yards between nesting sites.

Chickadee: 1-1/8 inch entrance hole. Have the houses up by late 

March or early April. Chickadees will more likely use the house  

if they are familiar with it prior to nesting time. 

House Wren: 1-inch entrance hole. Get the house up by early April.

Wood Duck: 3-½ inch to 4-½ inch oval entrance hole. Please as near 

the water as possible in a fairly open site with the entrance hole at  

6 feet above the ground or water. Be sure to use a baffle on the pole 

or post to protect them from raccoons. Place 3 inches or more of 

wood shavings to the cleaned out house by mid-March.
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NESTING NOTES
Expert tips

The number one concern we hear from our 

customers is how to deal with squirrels raiding 

feeders. Luckily, we have a lot of strategies to 

combat these cute little thieves—and maybe even 

help you learn to like them!

BAFFLES AND FEEDER PLACEMENT

A baffle is a physical barrier designed to keep squirrels  

and other critters from climbing up a pole or down a feeder 

hanger. For best results, use a baffle with every feeder. Trust us:  

critters will find the one feeder that doesn’t 

have a deterrent! 

Use pole baffles for feeders  

that are mounted in place.

Pole baffles may be shaped like a disk, 

cone or torpedo. Most pole baffles attach 

by resting on a clamp that grips the pole. 

There are also baffles available for  

4" × 4" posts that mount using brackets and screws. When you 

install a baffle, place it so that the top is at least 5' from the 

ground. If using a cone or disk baffle, make sure your feeders  

do not hang below the top of the baffle. 

Use a dome-shaped hanging baffle  

for feeders hanging from a tree. 

When hanging a feeder from a tree,  

you’ll want to use a dome-shaped 

hanging baffle, typically made of heavy-

duty plastic or metal. Select a baffle 

that’s at least 14" wide. The baffle should 

be able to teeter on its setting so that 

when squirrels jump, the baffle tilts and squirrels immediately 

slide off. For best results, hang the baffle with a metal chain, 

then hook your feeder beneath it. 

 While dome baffles aren’t as effective as pole baffles  

in preventing squirrels from raiding feeders, they certainly 

discourage would-be attackers! When placed strategically  

and used with feeders that serve seeds squirrels don’t prefer,  

the effectiveness of hanging-type 

baffles increases. 

Place feeders strategically.

While baffles work to block most 

vertical attacks, you’ll also need 

to prevent squirrels from leaping 

directly onto feeders. Squirrels 

are amazing acrobats. They can 

jump 4–5' vertically, leap 10–12' 

horizontally and drop 20' without 

getting hurt! This means you’ll need to place your feeding 

stations outside of their jumping ranges, remembering  

to consider potential perches from tree branches and trunks, 

deck rails, roofs and fence posts. 

FEEDER TYPE

Weight-sensitive mechanisms

Most squirrel-resistant feeders use 

weight-sensitive mechanisms to 

differentiate squirrels from birds. Springs 

or counter-weights close the feeder or 

collapse perches when anything heavier 

than a bird sits on it. 

 The nice thing about weight-sensitive 

feeders is that they work to deter 

squirrels without a baffle. Therefore, 

they’re a perfect choice for hanging in 

tighter spaces, for example near a deck or roof line.
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DISCOURAGING SQUIRRELS
Troubleshooting critters

Torpedo and cone 
pole baffles.

A dome baffle for  
hanging feeders.

An example of a weight-
sensitive feeder.

Place feeders outside 
squirrels’ jumping ranges.

10–12'

Feeder

Find our free, helpful handouts on a variety of topics by the register.


